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SPECULATIVE

It was quite a paralyzing shock to me to find out that people really did
pay subscription money to get fanzines, my own method being ALLANALLLL erchanging
or writing letters of comment for all such as are interesting enough to want to
keep getting. I had the idea that chorging subscription money was something that
you did to reduce the size of the mailing list; but now, plague tcke it, the mail
ing list is over three hundred long and I'm bound to publish those other issues
or refund a stack of subscriptions. If you neither write nor exchange to get
SPECULATIVE REVIEW, you're Drobably reading this because you're o writer wvhom we
review, If your lest sale to the proz was long enough ago to make that unlikely,
then this copy -- Volume 2 Number 4, Operation Crifanac CLuiV -- implies an invi-
tation to subscribe, at 25¢ for three issues, to the editor: Dick -—ney, 417 It.
Hunt Rd., Alexandria, Va. In the sterling area, 2/ to Archie liercer, 434/4 Newark
Rd., North Hykeham, Lincs.

A

Speculative Review is a magazine of comment and criticism aimed at the cur-
rent crop of science-fiction and fantasy, what there is of it. The collapse of
the American »rozine merket remarked on last time has left the Big Five alome so
far -~ I keep a block of wood hanging on my typewriter nowadays for use cfter
making such statements, though -~ but still presents us with the problem of vol-
ume

That T mean is this: a2 certain amount of stfsy nust be available if people
cre to make reading it o regular things I heven®t heard cny indicatvion that the
death of the smaller prozines was accompanied by any grect upsurge in the sales
volume of the large ones; quite the reverse. Yet, addiction being impossible
without pushers -- maybe I should have chosen & more elegant analogy, come to
think of it =- the fontasy fandom of the future is likely to respond toc a drop in
quantity of readers (here I define "fundom" Ialmer-style, s anybody who reads
stfantasy regularly) by a drop in the number of regular readers, vhich ~-~ feeding
back to the =ditorial offices cs a drop in scles volume -- will impel & drop in
production, meaning o drop in quentity of Readers, meaning & drop in the numver of
regular readers...wWell, we needn't follow the cycle to the point at which Horace
Gold lies starving in the gutter between mimeographed issues of CLLAXY,

However, there!s no cosmic rule that stf and fontasy have to appear in mcgo-
zine formj certainly there is a sufficient volume cppearing in paperback form and,
wonderful to relate, on television, to meke up for the absence of prozines as fur
as the actucl quantity of available stfsy goese In fact, thexe?we been a few ef-
forts to combine the two latter methods of presentation; ond by one of those odd
coincidences that seem to occur around Fte Hunt Road (after all, Groff Conklin did
build a2 lot of the houses around here!) there are comments ¢t hand on three such
effortSaee
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J\CVIEW ,,,1.,(The wuatermass Zxperiment, by Nigel Kneale. Penguin 1421;
Penguin Books, 5.65)

Penguints first book of science fiction == which it categorizes, incidentally,
not cs F for Fiction but i for lliscellaneous, like the Daily Telegraph bth Cross-
word -~ is mediocre science fiction but an exciting book. First of three televis-
- lon serials written by Nigel Knecle for the British Broadeasting Corporction —- the

others cre uatermcss IT and patermass and the Pit™-~ The upatermiss Ixperiment
was presented during July and August, 1953. The book is illustreted with eight
inconspicuous pages of photographs of the television production,

Eneale, as the back-cover biography delightfully puts it, is o lManxman who
"Meft school to study for the lianx Bar and got depressed zbout it."” He turned to
uriting for rcdio, and later did many scripts for BBC Television. In this country,
if Xneale is knovm at all, it is for his screenplays for John Osbourne‘s Look Back
In Anger and The EZntertainer.

The matermass Ixperiment is a six~part drame -~ cach installment would seen

- o have been a half-hour prograimme, as they say =~ set in England in what has be-
come the near paste.

Professor Bernard wmatermass, head of the British Ixpnerimental Rocket Group,
has arranged for the secret launching of a manned nuclear-powered rocket from a
base in Western Australic. 3Bubt when the satellite returns more thon fiftvy-seven
hours late -~ and after going more than 900,000 miles too far out =~ only one of
the three-man crew is to be found within the sealed ship. 4nd it looks, as the
idiom has it, as if he isnt®t all there himself.

Well, what with the others' pressure suits empty but intact, the wells of the
cabin filled with a jelly-like-post-catabolic residuum, cnd the survivor answering
questions cbout the rocket'!s gimbal system in German (which was spoken only by the
missing Reichenheim), things soon point %o the more sinister conclusion that he
himself isntt all thatt's there, The action moves quickly to a powerful but logic-
ally weak climex as the fate of mankind hangs in the balance in ‘lestminster Abbey.

Kneale gives no evidence of being overly familiar with cnybody else‘s science
fiction, He tells his story in cn admirably realistic ranner, but there are just
400 many questions lef% unanswered and inconsistencies glossed over. They can be
explained by the resourceful reader, but I for one have better things to do with
ny native intelligence than rationalize for a lazy author.

Yet with 2ll its cliches and bungholes, The wmpatermass fxperinent is an ex-
citdng eveningts readinge The dialogue is smooth and natural, and the characters
-=- and there are, so help me, more than fifty of then -- are, if nothing more,
skilfully sketched. The settings -- a London suburb, & Fimlico cinema, St. James®
Pork, and the Abbey ~- are uniformly well-handled.

The uatermass Ixperiment may be corn -- cnd there can be no argument on the
point -~ but it is mature (nap.i.) professional corn. As science fiction, it is
no great shakes. As that rare creature, the science~fiction play, it is a slick
ond interesting effort. /And as o television science-fiction play, I think it com~
pares favorably with our oun uneven Twilight Zone., -hen one reflects that it was
nresented seven years ago in Ingland, that itself is a corment on American tele-
vision, and reason enough to read the book.
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The former was published by Penguin (71448, +.65) later. The same central chor-
ter appears, it scys here, bub otherwise the ctories are not connected.
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IL. (Zacherleys IMidnight Shacks; by John Zacherley., Ballantlne .370K, Ballantine
. Books, 1960, ©0.35) . _—

Zacherleys lMidnight ‘Snacks {no apostrophe).is a disappointing collectidn of
horror stories edited by the generally droll New York television personality who
shows old horror movies and comments on them. The snacks, however, are-introduced
by remarks like "I love snakés, all kinds and types, (they are particularly-deli-
cious in Mema Zach's Fondue),” that do little to improve matters. .

Richard Mathesonts "Sorry, Right Number" leads off the anthology. IL'm sorry,
but this whole thing embarrassed me, It's technically proficient, but just too
pat and puerile™. . ) .

" "Share Alike", by Jerome Bixby and Joe L, Dean, is 2 competent bub unexeciting
_ vehicle about two men marooned in o lifeboat. One is perfectly happy eating the’
ample rations. They have different dietetic preferences, it turns out. - "Talent",
by Theodore Sturgeon, is a nothing about a kid with one. Has such an excellent ~
writer ever turned out so many potboiltrs? . B ’

. "Listen, Children, Listen", by Wallace West, is a hillbilly story about law,
who had loose teeth, heard wagon wheels when there oughin't to have been any, and
finally disappeared altogethere 1illiam F, Temple‘®s "The -Whispering Gallery" is
notable mainly for fine development of moods The gallery is a narrow walk inside
the dome of St. Paults Cathedrale :

"The Piping Death” (Robert lioore Williams) is the inevitable Snake Story. (Or
maybe it only seems that way.) A«Ee vanVogt!s "The Ghost v is the longest piece in
the book, an unfathomable tale of an eceentric apparition and its ill-advised in-
vestigators "One of the little ones' favorite spook stories," says Zacherley,
bless their little cortices. -

"Carillon of Skulls", by Phillip Jemes, from the February 1941 UNKNOWN, is
hack work, pure and simply dreadfule. Uhich brings us to Henry Kuttner's F&SFish
"Pile of Trouble" (actually from a 1948 THRILLING WONDER), easily the best thing
in the book and the least appropriate.s Dang it, but the gentile Kentucky family
with the atomic pile in the henhouse just doesn't belong with the seriously self-
conscious horrors of the rest of the booke

It would seem that the stories were chosen for the virtue of ready availabi-
1ity =- five of them are from BEYOND and FANTASTIC UNIVERSE for 1953 == without re-
course to any other considerationse The question inevitably arises whether Zach-
erlgy really edited the booke I regret to say that there is nothing, such as
literary merit, to make one suspect that he didntt.
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III, (Stories from the Twilight Zone, by Rod Serling. New York, Bantam Books,
].960, -.,30.355 ) : .

Rod Serling, who was recently awarded an smy for The Twilight Zone, adapted
six progrems from the series for the printed page in a short short-story collec—
tion published last April by Bantame. None of the stories are remarkable for ori-
ginality of plot: the man who goes back to his home town and meets himself as a
boy, the aliens who Take Over by switching the electricity on and off, the man who
has bought immortality only to be jailed for life -- these ideas were diverting on
t.V. Simply because they were fantasy or sif, but they are undistinguished in a
medium where the same or similar things have been done so often before. Yet the
book contains one very good story and one outstanding one, both redeemed largely

by their presentation in this strangely uneven collection whose ma jor weakmessy at

*Salutations to damon knighte



times, is the authorts style. X
Al1 six shows were “"scheduled for telecast" by last lMerch, but one -~ "The
Mighty Casey" -- was not presented until June, and (in an admittedly spotty viev-
ing record) I cannot remember seeing two others -- "Ualking Distance" and "The
Fever" -- at all,
Judging from memory, most of_the dialogue and much of the action has been
lifted bodily from the t.ve. versions, but one also finds references like:
"tThatts the New York Giants.? He spoke as if the name
were synonymous with a social diseases"
and: -
"Flora Gibbs, married to Franklin for twenty-two years,
was angular, with mousy, stringy hair and chest measurements
perhaps a quarter of an inch smaller than her husband?s."
and, worst of all: . ,
" eored llercedes=BenZees”
"Brooks Bothers suiteee™
"instons taste good like a cigarette shoulde'"
~ ' : ~ that prove, if no-
thing else, that somebody isn't just paragraphing old scripts. And when the occa-
sion demands, pages are liberally salted with vigorous, if strictly conventional,
profanitye. .
Come now, you dontt expect me to quote profanity for you.
Perhaps because he is writing in an unfamiliar genre, Serling leans. heavily
to a sticky cuteness not entirely absent from the t.v. programs:
"This humidity,? he said plaintively to Dr. Stillman
who sat on the bench surveying him, *is killing me. I've
never felt such dempness =- I swear to Godd' -
Stillman looked dovm at llouthts feet. -llcGarry was
standing with one foot in a bucket of water.
Mr, McGarry', he pointed to the bucket.
) Mouth lifted-up his foot sheepishly and shook it. Then
‘he took out his bottle of pills again, popped two of them in
his mouth, gulped them down and pointed apologetically to his
"stoma ch=="
the relevent organ, at leasts Serling also shows hitherto unobservable signs of
suffering from Campbellfs Syndrome, or the intermittent inability to distinguish
between a period and an exclemation point: quoting from "The iiighty Casey" agein:
"It all began this way. Once upon 2 time a most unusual
event happened on the way over to the ballpark. This unusual
event was a left-hander named Casey!" |
Whatever changes have been wroght in the-stories have been generally for the
worse., Item: "The Monsters are Due on Maple Street"*, a story of the panic and
violence engendered by the intermittent failure and operation of all power in &
normal suburban neighborhood. Not only is the superfluous television ending re~
tained (two e-~tfs discussing the success of thelr strategem on a nearby hilltop),
but the following paragraph is added: .
: "ilhen the sun came up on the following morning liaple
Street was silent. 1ost of the houses had been burned. There
were a few bodies lying on sidewclks and draped over porch
railings, But the silence was total. There simply was no.
more life. At four otclock that afternoon there was no more
world, or at least not the kind of world that had greeted the
morning. And by Uednesday cfternoon of the following week, a
new set of residents had moved into lMaple Street. They were
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a handsome race of people. Their faces showed great charac-
ters Great character indeed. Great character and excel-
lently shaped heads -~ two to each new resident"

-~ in which, besides a lu-
dicrous disregard of what is and is not appropriate, are displayed bo»h of Serllng's
worst characteristics: redundancy and labored cutenesse -

Considering the remaining stories briefly, "The liighty Casey" is the history
of a last-place baseball team that acquired a mechanical southpaw. Uhat was once
a whimsically amusing tale has been transformed into a creaking farce, the least
disciplined story in the book,

In "Escape Clause", an insufferable hypochondriac sells his soul to a "large,
fat man" named Cadwallader in return for eternal life, and then culminates weeks
of thrill-seeking by pushing his wife down a light-well in order to sample the
pleasures of the electric chair. The denouement is no surprise, but the story on
the whole is handled skilfully and well.

"Jalking Distance" is an unentrancing trifle about an ad agency executive who
suddenly drives to his home town in upper New York one weekend, and finds to his
surprise that nothing has changede.e.. It has elements of Bradbury in its descrip-
tion of the old-fashioned town, but the narrative is not strong enough to carry a
listless plot.

"The Fever" is the story of Franklin Gibbs, a prim little Kansas Puritan, and
his long-suffering wife, Flora, she of the quotation on the preceding page. Vhen
she won an all-expense-paid two-week trip to Las Vegas, Franklin reluctantly agreed
that they should go to that hotbed of vice, where, as a genius copywriter put it,
he "was seduced, robbed, and murdered by a slot machine"., It is understandable, if
unfortunate, that no story could ever live up to such a magnificent blurb.

"Where Is Everybody?", which starts off with what is surely the most hackneyed
situation in the book, is also the most effective story of the bunch. A lone fig-
ure, ostensibly an amnesiac, wanders into a deserted town where a quarter=—smoked
cigar burns in an ashtray, and a movie projects itself in an empty theatre. A
chillingly convineing evocation of an uncanny situation and a shocking new ending
make it a tale any author might be proud to have written and cny addict glad to
reade

- = =~ IMartin Levine
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Dick Iney ringing back in to remark that, despite what you mey have concluded -
from Martints reviews, itts hardly lack of quality that would be the main disqua-
lifying objection to the idea of replacement of magazine stf by other forms. (If
youtll take a look at the quality of the stuff that started fandom in tthe first
place, back in the thirties, you!ll see what I mean.) Rather, it's the irregular-
ity of the supply and, if you will , the lack of continuitye Consider a moment:
nobody doubts that, whatever may be the case in the late fifties and early sixties,
the science-fiction of the forties was immensely superior to that of the thirties,
How much of that improvement is due to a general upgrading in the gquality of the
average pulp magazine -- and how much to the fact that the scientifictionists had
the advantage of familiarity with what had already been done in their field, plus
knowledge of the criticisms levelled at it by interested readers?® In a word, how
much of the improvement was caused simply by increased sophistication, thanks to
the continuity that had emtablished the basies so firmly that they no longer had
to be a main plot feature?

Whatever the cause of improvement may have been, it wasn't permanent, to
judge by what Bill Evans has to say nextees -



COELILATIVE

Review

BILL EVANS pokes the prozines

Oy

Fontastic Scicnec FPiction Storics, Junc 1960, The Mirror, by alon i
Noursce 31 pe The sorth outpost on Saturn Satellitc wos trying to mcke con-—
toct with the cnomy from stcllor spacc, who had londcd four large ships on
Seturn's surface, ofter attocking menkind. To attack them, men uscd Anclogucs
— robots undcr mental control on Saturn's surfocc. They werce hoving little
sucecss. The cmemy orc tclcpethic, epporcntly, cnd cttack by mcntal dis—
ruption. Doric Kendell, psychologist, is cbecrd the outpost to prcvent cny
such cttock therc — but onc is successful, and paralys: s the wholc oper otion.
Pinclly she succccds in o coursc of action thot arouscs the 2licns, and ovor—
comcs them mentelly by scending back humon fooxrge This is cuitc wcll donc,
with o convincing cpprorch ond some good choracterizotion, I likcd ite

Sidc Bffccty, by Josuph De Lovene. 13 Dpe Dr, Konc had perfected o
thought omplificr which thce militory wished to suppresse Thcy arrange o
scotct showing for the top officicls. Aftcr thot, Kono suddenly discovers ho
docsn't nocd the machine ony morcs he is now homo supcrior, And thce st ory
cnds on o question. This is o standerd godget story with c¢sp thrown in.

Lut it is bodtcr donc thon many. Kono scems possible to me.

Yier Stopledons
Cosmic Philosophcre by Som Moskowitze. 15 p.orticlc. Sam continucs his
biographical/critical rovicws, this time on onc of my favoritc iden mon.
Good.,.

The Fifticth Yoeor of Lpril, by Arthur Porges 6 v. Imps, who inhobit mcn,
and usc them as ploythings. Onc, Gri, has o hoolthy maon. Anothosr, M'lo, for
insolonce to his moster demon, Belphegor, is scntenced to inhabit 2 Iump of
lcad for a 1000 ycars. The lcdd is mined, cost into bullets, ond the onc
corrying M'lo is uscd to kill the mon Gri inhobits. Unusucl trectment, ond
intorestingly writtcne DSut roather obvious. Stilly I cnjoycd reoding ite

Drivc Out of Mind, by Den Morgen. 2lp. Tosting 2 hypcrdrive ship,
~ftor the first onc — non-mconncd - come back and the next two manncd ships
didn't. +this timc, two orc going as crcew., In hyper drive thoy find thot
things sccm to go crazys with timc ond spocc oll mixcd upe The men losc con—
trol ond fight. ‘Jcll donc, ond rother logical, oncc tho oslc premisc is
gronted.  fdoquate cheracterization.  The writing corrics the story. Anothce
rcadablc story.

David's Daddy, by Roscl Gecorge Browne 1lpe A tclepnthic
school child soves the school from boing blown upe Told from the point of
vicw of the fomolc tcachere <This I felt wes too forccd to bu really good.

It rceminded me of the LHJ or S.P type storye “icll donc, cnd oll; butes.e
T still don't likc ite Tirst person narrntion, with the rcel "Hed I Dut
Xnown" spirite.

No vnd of Timc. Phyllis Gotliib. 23p. The far, for futur.
ond o for world, whon 21l is rigidly controlled and mcchines do 211 the worl,
£11 socicty is dividcd into groups of 10, with ¢ach member rosponsible for
o youngor 10, ¢tce Onc member of o lowr dccod, morce cnterprising and non-—
conforming thon most, dccides to bring Socrates forword in timc. This
ecrcates problems. Bocrates wonts to go homc to CGroccc, hcemlock and all, but
the roturn connot be madc for months. And his prescnce is unouthorizcd in
the futurce

4 nice dopiction of o rather diffcrent civilizotion, with diffirent
outlooks on 1lifc. <‘hc characterization is vivid, ond the writing is cdoquito,
ot loost. Thore scems to be o focling of oxtra length in mony ploces, but
not too strong. 4n overage story, 2ll in alle ind o good issuce
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Gelaxy llagezinc , Junc 1960, Drunkord's .Jalke by Frodcril: Pohl.
4 first instollment of 49 pagese Lhe yeor is 2196 ond thc US (and probably
the rest of tho world) is ovcrpopuletcd, with pcoplc crowded into citics.
Only o fow universitics remain, but they arc now immensc, se’f-containcd,
and very coxeclusive, with only o small fraction of applicants being admitted
in pcrson, ond the rcst wotching lecturcs on tclovision, for crcdits., The
foeulty ond resident students live on cempus — o Town and Gown socicty. In
onc of th¢ universitics - it might be Lerkeley, but I'm not surc - Cornut, o
meth profcssor, is grodually being driven to suicide by somc compulsion thot
tokes over when he isknlf-awoke or very intent on some special thing, such as
giving o lccturc, Hc hos managed to foil for some wecks, but the stroin is
showing., A t thc some timc his housc-mastor, Carl, is trying to usc tclepathy
to influcncc photographic plotecse 4 trip to pick up somc dcsccndents of 7. IT
Jepancscy who had been found on en isolcotecd islend, under the lcadership of
the University president, St. Cyr, provides Cornut with two norc cscopess
onc when his plenc - the onc is misscd - blows up, thc othcr anothor suicidc
attempte Aftcr the rcturn with sceveral of the Japancsc as subjccts for the
university to study, Cornut marrics o student, so that thcrc will be somconc
available during the dongcerous periods of folling csleep and woking upe But,
when she lcaves for class; he sudéenly finds himsclf teking slcoping pills
instcad of wekc-up pillse The installment cnds herc, in the best Pecarl ihite
tradition,

It is herd to cveoluatc Pohl's story — cspecinlly with only half of
it ot hand. There arc o lorge number of apparcntly sidc—issucs, which will
probebly turn out to be basic to the plot. The background of the story is
skotehed in quitc well - suggestcd, not stoted, in meony cascse But, in othcr
placcs we find onc of the things I'm not fond of in Pohl's writing - the
shift from thc personal to the impcrsonal, all-knowing athor who dcscribes
his scttings and beings. Toke the opening poge, for cxomplos

"The man's neme is Cornut, born in the ycar 2166 and now thirty. Hc is
a toachcr, Ii.thcmatics is his disciplinc. Number thcory is his spceialty.
“hot he instructs is thce mnemonics of numbcr, o study which absorbs all his
crcative thought. But he olso  thinks about girls o lot,

"He is unmorricd., de slceps alonc ond that is not good.,

"If you wondcr around his small bedroom (it has lilac walls and o crcam
ccilings thosc arc the Math Towcr colors), you will hcoar a whispcring and o
faint whirring sound. Thesc arce not the sounds of Cornut's brcath, 2lthough
he is slccping pcaccfully. The whisperins  is o herdly cudiblc wheep, whcep
from on clcetric clock, (It was knocked to thc, floor oncce A gear is
slightly off cxiss it rubs agcoinst o rivets) “he whir is cnothor clock, If
you look morc carfully, you will find thot there ore morc clocks,"

And so on for another page - with good intcrost—catching hooks, to bc
surc - cnain_ withs

"Hce is trying to kill himsclf. He hes tricd ninc timcs in the past
fifty deyse

"If o picturc on o wall con rogret, you regrct this, is o tcrriblce
weste for this men to keep trying to kill himsclf, for h. docs not ot all
wont to dic."

«nd then, there is the abrupt tronsition to the personals

"Cornut was uncomfortcble in his slcepe He felt drowsily thoet he had
workcd himsclf into cn awkward position, and besides, somconc was colling his
nenc.  Ho mumblced, grimaccdy opencd his cycse

"Hoe was looking stroight down, nuarly two hundred foote™

For mc, cuch o change of focus is disturbing. Truc, thc opuning is

)

intriguing, until thc change of focus occurs, but then I, ot lcost, hove lost

Ly



my intcrcst end identifications I am no longer the :uthor, watching his
cheractcrs, but I am not thc character, cithcr. I' . just off to onc sidc,
mildly wondcring why I should bc intcrcstcd in thesc goings-on. And I' vc

lost identification for the rost of the story. The cxemple I quotcd above is
thce worst such cxomplc, but thcrc arc othcrs throughout. Of the characters,
only two hove cmerged as throc-dimensional = Cornut and the girl he marrics,
Locillcs, The rest arc only figurcs the author is moving around as hc sccs

fit, In spitc of his dcscriptive ability, thoy have madc no imprcssion on mc;
I find mysclf turning back to scc¢ just who ccrc nome ise. The total improssion
of thc story will depend upon thc sccond part, this lcft mc with two intcrosts;
what would happen to Cornut, ond wherc will 2ll the otihcr clemunts fit into the
story,.

Upstarts, by L. J. Stechere The tollc of contents so rcads, but insidc
we lcarn hce is Jr. 14 p. Zarth, barrcd from 1 orral sub-spacc star travel by o
blockadc, dcvclops a timc-spacc mcfthod, end sonds an cnvoy to Vega to meake
arrcngements for trade and such. his would make o nicc Planct story, but on
the way back a typical Galaxy twist occurs. Thc cnvoy gocs for back, bofore
lifc arosc on Vega, and changes history slightly. Rcsult - no Vogans. And
thcy werc thc oncs who hod colonized the golaxy end holped other roccs  along
the waye 4 fairly good littlc story; nothing scnsational, but rcadable. The
charccters werc somewhot overdrown stock typcs, though, I fclt.

The Good
Ncigh bors. -dgoer Pangborne T pe A flying cnimel with a four-milc wingspan
appcars over thc US. Finelly, by accidcnt, it is shot down ovcr thc Now York
arce, ceusing widcsprcad demegc. -—atcr, a Llace ship scnds cpologics for lct—
ting = pct cscepc. Understoted, and for ikic rceason morc cffcetive then the
plot would imply.

For Your Information. iiillcy Leye Herr Ley spcnds 12 pages
discussing solid rockct fucls (quitc well, too, from my knowlcdge of the ficld),
the dcercasc of grovity with altitude, antiradiation drugs, 100000+ foot
flight, mcge and pico and othcr prcfixcs for magnitudes, gadolinium, and the
numbcr of hoirs on thc hcad of o woman, 4All in the usual Lcy stylce

Thce Dopc
On ilers, by Jack Sharkcy. 14 p. The diary, or cxccrpts from thc diary - of
the obscrver on the first trip to Mars. They find licrtiens who arc swect
pocplc — litcrally. The Mertians cat carbon, which they convert to sugars
their bodics orc suger,vhich meclts at contact with woatcr. And yct, they re-
producc by dissolving in wotcr, with lots of little llartiacns crystalizing out.
(I heve suspicions about the biochomistry involved, butseo..) “hen the ship
rcturns to carth, a couplc of Martians hevc ciowecd eway, and cannot be capturcd.
Thus, whcn the ship lands in thc occany they sscape into it - ond out come
Lordcs of hungry liarticns. Things arc bad - so bad that llen docsn't have a
chencc. Nor docs the rcader. This reminds mc of somcthing that might have
appcarcd in a Gernsback jondcr, with o Paul cover, but therc I would cxpcct
the biochemistry to be o little bottcre The writing would have bccn no worsc,
cithor.

Pronsstor. Roymond .. Banks. 26p. The cebor werce attacking the carth
colony on uverrcodys they hod destroycd two previous colonics cndvere thrcatening
thce third. ‘cbstcr, thc Tronsstar obscrver,; was »tonding by, rcody to throw
the offunsive powcr of tuc cntirc system into thoe fight, if it bccamc morc thon
2 local cctione Until thcn, hc was officially powcrlcsse In spitc of thc
plces of the colonists, hc rcfuscs to call for help, although he docs join thce
fight porsoncallye. Finoally, of coursc, hc docs call, and tuc cabcr arc wipcd
outs

Somchow I was ncver convinccd of the cction — the sctup just didn't ond
docsn't scem rcole It reminds me a 1littlc of Doc Smitkls Grand Flcct cctions
in the Lensmen storics, tut Banks is much less adept at heandling the situation.



The carlicr part of thc story just dousn't develop in o reosonable menncr.
I focl somectiaing is missing, such os cvery other pegee. LThis just didn't click
- the writing ond characters arc both unbelicville and cannot corry the plot.

Ztonkcy on his Back, by Cherles Ve DuVote 13 pe No, Gelaxy isn't running storics
of dop. addictse Not yct. The contrel cheractcr wos undergoing psychiatric
trcotment to rccover his memory. Under hypnosis verious flashes of action come
to him (action a la private cyc or clook and dogeer) until finaelly he discovers
hc wos a "profecssional" rcvolutionist, who just scumcd to be around when revo-
lutions nccded orgonizings. He just had to help. Finally, hc hed hypnotiscd
himsclf in an ettcempt to cvoid it 211l. “ut the ploenct he is on is undor o
acspoteess Unusucl, and rother well donce Dut docs it belong in a sf mag?
It could be laid as well in South Amcrica,

Barthmen Beering Gifts. TFrcdoric
Brown. 3 p. The lost Mortiens - all 900 of thcm - arc in their last city,
awaiting thc orrivel of the first ship from carth, an unmonncd triel to scc
if it cen bc donce They have lcarncd cbout this from rcading our minds, ond
arc o woeiting thce manncd ship to pass ontheir knowlcdge of the minde. The ship
bchaves quite well, striking only 1500 milcs off torgcts... TFor threc pages,
this is good,

Idce Ilany by John Rackhem., 15 p. His job was to comc up with
idcas for tricks ond noveltics. Until he lost the touche Then, hc mccts
Penfold — who has inventcd o matter radio. So, our idee man gets the idea
of using tiiis to supply fucl to spoce shipse 411 is well until somconc ro—
members the Hoaviside leyer. 3o, he sclls out - to somconc who has the idcae
of fucling cars an< trucks and ships and plancs, and who mekes the big moncy.
flip writing, but rothcer intcresting, at thate I'd call it an average goadget
story, with & light touch.

Insidc John Barth, by :illiam 7, Stuart. 23pe.
The invudcrs/visitors to carth werc small - so small thot the wholc spoccship
#os smaller than a buckshot, and a colony could scttlc inside John Baerthe. To
keep him in good hoalth - and thus his colony wecll - thoy coopcratcd with his
body - oftcn cgoinst his will, as with drinks - keceping him sobcr, 1ndustrlous
ond well. 411 gous well until he mocts the girl - who also has a colonys Tpe
two colonics ccl bratc, and rcleasc all controls on the two humons, “/ho procccd
to go out on a bingce I the proccssthe colonics arc killed and so is tho
girl. An unusucl twist on the minicturce world and on the "tokc-overi' story,
I thougat it was wcll hendled. “Yhore arce trocos of the "Had I but lknown"
school of mystcry story writing, which irks mc a 1littlc. Howcvery, I rcrcad thoe
story and¢ cnjoycd it. . hich is morc than I can say for ony of the other
complcte storics in this issuce

llagazinc of Fentasy end Sci.nce Fiction, Junc,
1960, Thc¢ Non-Huma ansy by Chorles Hpnncburg, translatcd by Domon Knight. 18 p.
A poctic cxzplanation of the genius of Iconardo do Vinci, as told by a fricnd of
his youthe A bcing from outcr spoce, trapped in o humen form by o magician,
cscapes into the young peinter Loonardo, who has f31llun in love with her for
hersclf., This is rcally an unusuel story, onc t.aot would have groced the
poges of the old .cird Tolcs at its primc os an antidote for the gothic storics.
I don't know how thc original isj; in tronslation, tuc story coucs throush vory
woll, with vivid imgery cnd o rich stylce The chorccters arc full and roalistic
yot not mundanc. This is the typ. of story I cxpect in T&isls o fow like this
moke up for tinc sludgc one wadces throughe.

Pircside Toelke, H. P, .illis. 5pe 4

haunting story, told from the point of vicw of the hounters - vho don't
reolize they are doods, o wry 1ittle opisodc that I lilked -- once I figurcd out
the ¢ndinge




Coto the licrtian, b, Howord Fast. 1lp. demcmber the Cato who was
aelways shouting "Carthzge must be destroycdd"? This is the story of a liartien
who kept shouting "liarth must be destroycdd™ until he carncd the nome Coto
from onc of thc larticn councilcrs who was a student of ancicnt Qoman history,
Finally, hc pcrsuadcs the council to acte First they scnd an atom bomb the
US - hoping for o war with Russiaz but nothing happins. Lhen thcy bomb Russie
with no rcsults. Dut thon the bombs stort londing on Morsee... Lritc plot,
pcrhaps, but rathcr well trcatcd, with morc cdcqunte writing than is usual for
such storics. ‘‘orth rcading, I fucl, for thc dovelopment, rahcr thon for the
bosic plote

«d Lear Jesn't So
An updating of "The Owl and th
it guitc clcver.

The Swamp Road, by '/ill jorthington. 14p. .nothcr unusuanl
story, with o strong punch at thc cnd. 1t is 1laid in o small colony of post—
atom survivors, who have sct up an cxtremcly puritcnistic, communal state-—
city, in thcir cfforts to survivce, in a small oasis in a blastcd descrt, us
a result of the bombs, thcrc have ariscn changelings, who hove doublc cyclids
and a craving for watcr. .hcon discovercd, thcy erc drivin out into the dcscrt
to kecp the socicty purce Onc suchy, Noch, is in love with anothcr, Leure, ond
they mect scerctly. Onc night she leoves the scttlement; he follows and aftcr
crossin_ tic descrt they finally rcach the occon, their rcal home., The theme
is femilicry, I feccl - rcmembor Lovecraft!s "Shadow over Innsmouth'" with much
the same thome, but with a totelly diffcrent tr.ctment. This is well donc,
with good dcvclopment of the central charactor and cdocuste sccondary oncse
Parts of the writing arc cxtremely well donc, and tic rcut arc good. In 211,
o good story, end onc thot stonds up on rercoding.

Slammny and the Bonncygott,
by ilrs. Agatc. 8 p. The young Slammy, complctc with a toil with o purplc
light on tihc c¢nd threc foct, makes o machinc from 900+ wcts of Tinkcr Toys
which brccoks the space—time barricr and he lands in Brooklyn. Hc ond his
Bonncygott, somcthing likc o dog, but with an cppctitc for gold. They causc
o mild commotion, in & smell way, but finclly his fothcr cells him homc.,

Cutc, but lightwcight. I con scc thc LHJ toking this. No chearactcrs, and
very "slick" writing.

Crazy! Hilbert Schonck, Jr. 1 pooc of versc.
¢ russycat" into modcrn spacc torms. I thought

The sixth Lcosony, by avram Davidson. 1lp. A strongc
world that has six scason, all very distinct - snow, smog, rain, drought,
flowers, and finally madncss - and cach lasting 33 deys oxactly. 'The scecond
cxploration  group, scttlcd for a yocor, last through thce first five. A
foseinating outworld — and onc I can't quitc belicve. Stilly, I cenjoycd the
story - which is a puzzlc story, rvollys .hat happencd to the first tcam?

Thc Bug-uycd Vonster, by Iscac Asimove. 11p. Thc titlce comes from
bev (billion cluctron volts), Herc Ike discusscs clcetron volts and cnergoetic
particlcs and Ccrenkov rodiation and faster-than-light porticles. Intercsting.

The Golden Bugs, by Clifford D. Simak. 34p. Onc of tic oldcst themes
in seicnec Yiction ¢ the invedor from spacc, version 1, he is defcotcd. This
time thoy ez small goldcen bugs that londed in a big - 5 foot - agate bouldor.
4t first thuy arcn't too bad - thoy get rid of ants and wosps and such postsy
end cven clcon the houcce  hen a cousle arc capturcd, they turn out to bo
crystallinc, not protoplasmice Then they go wild, tcaring the mctal out of
furniturcv,ctce. , and throsing it outsidc the houne - ) tclckinctics.
'inally, they are overcome by mcking usc of their crystallinity. 4 tritc
plot - but very ncatly developcd. No rocolly mecmorablc choracturs, but the
stonderd oncs arc cut from well-pedded cordboards snd the writing is -

" I guess unobtrusive would be o good cxprossion.



Beyond Genge Meta, by John Bcrry. 8 p. 4 ghost story of Indie. 4 ghost
that soves & man from drowning in the Ganges. Standard and obvious, I fclt.
Unlcss you wont the old-type .cird Talcs story, the kind that filled out the
issuce.

Through Timc ond Spacce with Ferdinand feghoot: iVII. Grendel

Briestton. 1p The pun is worsc thon usuale

Amezing 3Scicncc Fiction Storics
Junc 1960. ...And 411 thce Sters a Stage, by Jemcs Blishe Pt 1 of 2 pt
scrial, 62p. [To bc publishcd in thac foll by wignct Sooks as "Crab Ncobula'.
This storts off on somc plonct — where I don't know, although I suspcct ncar
the Creb Nebule — which is cbout to have its sun go nova in anothcr 9 ycors,
Jorn Birn hos bocn sclocted for the first intcrstcllar saips; during training,
the nove cffoct is discovercd, and all cfforts arc dcvotecd to building ster
ships and troining crcws, Iinally somc thirty ships cscapc, aftcr fighting
off attacks by thosc lcft bchind, and start out to locatc ncw plancts. Lifc
scttlcs into shipboard routinc, still undcr the matriarchial socicty of thoe
plonct 1lcft bchind. Then, a planctfall is announccd by the captoin, wrtok —
who happins to bc o man, cnd is lcadcr beecausc hc discovercd the stor-drive,

I lilc the first pert of the story — and yct I don't focl it is o good
story. It is cocrtoinly o convontional plot, with fcw of thce Blish tradcmarks,.
Therc arc long strctchecs of wordincss, sctting thce stoge, or acting as e
bridgc bectwcen acctions Thus the first 5 pages hoave less than two dozcn lincs
of actions All is discription, s.titing thc stage for the story, building up
the picture of thc metriarchial socicty. Somc writcrs — Heinlein, for cxamplc
— would hove built up the buckground whilc forwarding thc cctiony Blish jJjust
puts in streight dcscription. This occurs timc after timc. Not as in the
storics, whcrc the gndgets ore minutcly doscriboed, with thoe hero lccturing his
co-workcr or, viry Izladn, his girly whilc thc cnemy attacksee.y but doscribing
thc sociologicel sctting. Zirn is an intcrcsting, if prcdictablce charactcers
nonc of thc othirs sc.m to hove rceel personalitics — at lcost I didnt't focl
they havc, aAnothcr thing that makes me wondcer if this has beocn rewritten is
the noming of objects and people: Dre Chasc-Hucbner, Ailiss O'Kung for pcople

Javcling (uarrcl, Assigi, Doomcrong, orc 2ll namcs for ships, Thesc arc all
too closc to our langucgc - cspccially the ships! nemcs, which comc from
a numbcr of native tongucs, and not just from singlish. Then therc is 2 single
largc moon. The offcct is that onc focls this is carthy, although no where is
it statud thet is truce. This wmight have been donc on purposc, to cid rcader
identificationy I fclt it workec the other way - on mc, at lcast.

The Bald-

Heeded Miroge, by Robert Dloch. 15p. Thiy landed on o planc on an astcroid
thot had stonc hcads on the ground — only the hcads appcorcd ond discppearcde
On closcr inspoction they wore there again - and with immonsc cmerclds as
cycse But, on rcturning to th¢ ship for tools to dig out the cmeralds, they
found it squcczcd togcthcr, as if by gigontic stonc honds. This is a streongo
life—form or stronge »lonct story. As suchy, so-so,

If .t FPirst You Don'te.o.
by John Brudy. 18p. DBurcoucrats versus popular scntiment. The question is
the proscrvition of the carly satcllitcs when they bocome hozards to navigotion.
Somcwhat overdon. — on sccond rcading it crcaked and dia't ring tmc.

Step IV,
by :o0sc¢l George Brown., 13 pe. ilc was o specer who londed on a matriarchisl
world which wos cut off from tho rost of spacc - by choicc. His job was to
cstoblish & communicotion basc. Jubo was to docoy him to destruction in the
Rituols, but she foll in love with him, —nd dccided vo lot him go - ond toko
her writh hime. He agroced - but 1loft here an unusucl atmosphore about this
thot malos it 2lmost belicvaeble on recding. Juba is corcfully drawng thoe
other chorcctors heve foole I liked ite




Tulany by C. C. llccApp. 20p. This rcminds me very strongly of scverel stoircs
from the past; storics whorc Mars and the fifth planct -~where the astoroids
now arc - orc at wary, back bcforc Jorth wos inhcbitceds Onc is devastatod,
the othcr blown up, end o fow survivors sctilc on .iorthe The theme hos bocn
donc beforc - and betters This is combincd with the treditional admirel who
is d¢tormined to ruin the cnemy, cven if his ovn world is ruincd too. But in
the c¢nd he scves the wholc solar systemy by prcventing o Novo-type cxplosion
that would have wrccked ite I didn't rcally focl eny rcsponsc to tht story,
cxecpt that I was gled it was rather short. The admiral, cven though hc is
& stock character, becomes that - o chorccter; no onc clsc dousy tho.
Astounding
[Anclog] Scivnce Fact ond Fiction, Junc 1960, Stor Tigery, b, Christophor
Anvil. 35p. A problem story — laid outworld. Gencral Tiilforce hos dunpcd in
his lap the problem of what happencd on Bemus III. The planct, very pcoceiul,
apparcntly, has been scttled for 10 ycars, and hes also had o nevy rest—-camp.
Howcvery, e destroycr crosh-landcd doys beforc end found cverything and cveryonc
destroycd as if by large carnivorous animals — but no carnivorcs arc knovn, or
at lcast nonc of morc than minor size. Wilforc: and his tesk force investigato.
Aftcr much work ond vorious ssortcd itroublces — finding spacc-mincs around theo
planct, sct to trigger if a ship lcaves the planct - but so old they foil to
firc arc onc such - they find the solution. The 1lifc on Bemus IIT has a very
pceuliar lifc cyclece Tho herbivorecs when killcd rcsurrcet os forocious car—
nivorcs. Thoescy when satcd with food, turn into horbivorcs. and cven picces
of thc large horbivorcs — if not too small - turn into smzller carnivorcs.,
Thesc smoll carnivorcs stcw away on ships, and for the last tocn ycars hove
been quictly sprecading throuzh thc golaxy., The first problecm, though, is to
scal off tiac planct. Then thoey deviscvays to trap the off-world oncs. I'ccd
thom until they change into kerbivorcs, then trop thom, kill themy, ond simply
chop up thc corcesscs so small thet thoy cant change. his also providcs o
sourcc of hidos/furs, and thc rest arc fod to thce fish.

A problcm story, as I
mentioncd, which mcans littlc rcal development of cherccter.s The Goeneral is
wcll delincated, though. The story devclops logically, and the stylc carrics
the cction along well. I 1liked it

Charley de Milo, by Larry il. Harris. 23 pe
Charlcy hed bocn born without armsj he hed lcerncd to do things with his foct
and madc o good living in sidcshows., Dut then he begen to loge his popularity;
a2 mcthod had been developed - by an 0ld doctor who had spent : ~me timc in the

omc show, as frofcssor Lightning — for regenerating lost limbs, and poople

wore beginning to think hce should have that donc, rather thon trode on their
Pity. So, Chorlcy gocs to scc his old fricnd - only to lcarn thot nothing can
be donc for him, as he never had the limbs to regoncratce.

Unusual - and well
workcd oute Thc charactcer of Chorley is woll developed, with lots of insight
into why hc bcheves as he docs.  Only at the cnd did it scem o little contrived,
The witing, though, is pcdcstrian. Good,; cven so.

Vigorish, by ‘/zltcr Bupp.
26p. Thc psi story for this issuc - cxcluding the scrizl, of coursc. In =2
ncer futurc vhers the psi facility is dovelopod and uncour. .god by an orgenization
of psi pcople, psi-mcn arc uscd in verious roles; such os koeping gombling
gomcs honcste This is the story of onc psi-man, o very cepable telcekincsis
mens is given the problim of traocking down why a gombling csteblishment is having
trou,lc with - appercntly - en unrcgistercd psi-gemblcr. He mocts up with
o hill-billy girl with prccognition who cottaches hursclf to him — she hos scon
he will morry her. Togcther they solve tho problem. Good action, with somc
thought os to the implications of psi., The charccters orc adiquate for tho
plot. And 1 1liked it. Vigorish, by thc way, is thc 6,. thce housc melcs on +ho
crap loyoute.



The Spacc=Drive Problem, by John .o Compbcll, Jr. 24p. articlc., The
dcscrivtion of thce apporatus devoloped by Normen Dcan for converting rotary
motion into unidircctional motion. The picturcs arc intcrcsting, and thc
description scems plausible, at first xading. However, I'm still wonduring
whot has happencd to Newton's laws. Of coursc, if thesc @rc invalid, thcn
I'm afrcid our cirplencs cen't fly, our cars won't stocer, lct alonc run, and
the solar systcm will fly apart. [Romember the story ycars ago in the Gernsbeck
“jonder Storics where the US Congrcss rcpcalcd the Law of Gravity (or moybe it
wes the inversc square law) — and the US, Alesko, Haweii, Guam, and 2ll thc
ships ot sca promptly fcll out into spacc., Thatves admittedly = spoof.aqoj
I won't pass judgment on the machincsy I've not the timc to build onc nor the
cquipmcnt to tcst it. I havc hcard, tanough, that somconc put it on & largc
undempced becom balance — no springs, honcst wecight - and aftcr carcfully balencing
it, turncd it on. And nothing happcncd - thce balance still balancede This I
won't vouch for, and I'm not surc just whcrc I heard it.

I would likc to commecnt
on & couplc of things that Cempbcell hes mentioncd, that have nothing to do with
Dcan's machinc, Onc is thc mattcr of govermmcent indifforcncce I wonder how
J.IC would rcact if I rushcd up and told him I had & wondcrful ncw woy to cdit
LS, that would only tekc a wecck of his timc - just before deadline - to look
intos I'm protty surc of thc answer I'd get. Likcwisc, most government
scicntists thcse days erc working under dcadlincs — as well T know — and don't
fccl they can teke their time from something that will probably have positive
rcsults to investigotc cvery croackpot idea thot comcs 2long - and there arc a
lot of thoscy, I assurc you. There ae scveral groups in the verious deportments
who havc thc job of sifting thc crackpot idcas — and have comc up with somc
good idcas., I wondcr if Doan has tricd thesc groups, which arc not committed
to cortoin tasks alrcady?

I'm surc thc orthodox scicntist - ot lcast tho oncs
I've mect — is as rcady to look ot o ncw idco as anyone vls. — and probdly morc
so thon the average man in the strcete After all, if thoy dord't hove o opon
mind, thcy don't last too long in scicncce 4and, why are so mony issucs of
1IoF&SF and ASF sold to tcchnicienss at o rocont mc.oting I found that at lcast
5% of thc attcndecs werc rcadcers (there wos ot lecast one cx=fan there, t00),
But, o nd this is thc big but, thcy wont to be convinced thet thce new is better
than thc old; they don't prcfor to discard the old Jjust bocausc the ncw may
be morc glamourous., And the morc radical the change, the morc convincing the
cvidcnee must bec. Neowton's lavrs, for cxeample, arc prctty fundamentel thingss
it will takce o lot of c¢vidence to disprove them,

4is for the "solution!" of the

thrcc=body problcm., This cll dcpends upon how you dofinc solution. Campbell
is hcerc invoking the samc trick of scmontics he so oftun crics out agoinst in
his c¢ditoricls. In the scnsc he is using it - to mcenm a closcd, numcrical
valuc obtoincd without an infinite scrics of opcrations — he is right. But
such a solution is trivicl, in thc practical scnsce. The cxact solution cen
bc obtoincd in terms of o group of diffcxenticl cquations. Thesc couctions
give cxectly the solutions, just as pi r gives cxactly the arce of o circlc,
The problcem is to solve thosc diffcrcential cquations; this con be donc just
gs wcll as pi con be cvaluated - to ony desircd decgrec of precision, just by
doing the succcssive approximation moethods cnough cylese This is not o solution
by Campbcllt!s critcricy but it is o solution thot will give the positions of
the plencts more priciscly thon we can mcasure thoem, forcast the celipscs of
the moon for conturics to o fraction of ¢ s.cond. 4And could predict the Deo
mochine resultsy; I'm surc. It is not sidcstepping the problems it is morcly
using onc mcthod of solving cauations that connot be handled otherwisce



I noticc also theat thc ghost of Korl ven Kempen is woalking again. It
sounds likc o rcprint from "The Irrclovent" back in a 1935 (or latc 34?)
Astounding Storics. /Lgain John '/, is ignoring thosc facts thot meke his orgu-—
ments foile If I had the time, I'd go back and dig up somc of thc Bross
Tacks argumcnts. Campbell is a slippery fcllow on this point, but has bcen
pinacd beforc, and could b pinncd egoine

I ¢xpcet morc commcnt on this in

o couplc of months - and probobly ot lcast onc story on thc cffcct.
Out Likc

a Light, by Mark Phillips. Pt 3 of & 3 port scriel, 42p. Kcnncth Molonc
locates the woerchousc the psi-gong orc hiding ine He investigotes, mecting tho
girl Jorothca again, end is cmbroiled in a wild meclec when the police roid it
prematurcly. However, hce convinccs Dorothca that she should help hims it is
the best way to help her brothcr. Gradually he dovelops his latcnt psi powors
ond beoecomes o tcleport and prescicnt, onc who is better than the boys. Ho cen
prevent them from toleportingly holding o stetis of the arca. So, singlce handed
hc locates the spot of thce ncxt robbery and cepturcs theme Thoy arc reloascd
to work at thc psi rcscarch labs, with promisc of latcr I'BI or similer jobs.
Malonc, of coursc, gcts thc girl,

I've finclly figurcd out what was causing thc
stylc to sccm so familicr, Kenncth lialonc is the son of John J. Malonc, the
detcetive—-lagycr of Chiccgo (sce Craig Ricc's storics) and the semc atmosphore
prevadcs thc story. The key is, of coursc, iizlonc's hobit of cogitating in
bars, just as JJllalonc did. (I wonder which onc of thc meny girls JJ wes cc-—
quantcd with wos Kenncth's mothor? This is an intercsting subj cet for
rcscarch.) In addition, Phillips hos capturcd a good pert of Craig Ricc's
stylcy the slightly bitter, slightly wacky, slightly off-color stylc thot makes
her storics distinctivc. Now that I've rcalized why I was puzzlcd, I'm morc
content with the writing stylce ..speccially as I like Craig Rieds style. liy
ovcerall impression of the story is thot I'm going to rcrcod it somcday — ond
cnjoy it the sccond timc as much as I did the firste tihich I do with very fow
storics of rcecent vintagee. Reccommended, cspecielly to Craig Ricc fanse

Fentastic Scicnee Fiction 3,orics, July 1960. Thc Covenant, by (hold your
brecath) Poul indcrson, Isnec Asimov, Robcrt Sheckley, iurrey Loinster, and
Robcrt Bloch. 41lp. Ycs that's right - five authors in o round robin., And
as thc cditorizl scys, "we tricd to choosc five top s-f authors whosc styles
both of plotting and of writing eawc widcly diffcrent. Then we commissioncd
artist Lco Summcrs to dcsign o cover that had no sceming conncction with
anything. Then we fosscd the cover to our writcrs and sounded the starting
gun," The rcsult, likc most such round-robins, is intcrcsting, and not
complutcly successfule iiven if the stylcs werc not so dissimiler, it woula
still probably bc¢ only mildly succcssful. aAftcr all, the first two writcrs
try to tic the story into as many knots as possiblc, lcaving it to the lost
couplce to untic thom, if possiblce As a result, plot gocs by thce boord,
changing from installmcnt to instellmont. And this makes it hard to revio.
ite Or cvon to doscribe it!d

This is laid on somc disteant world in thc middlc
of o group of suns, whcerc men is decadent end dying in his glorious citics.
The cnemy, thc Cloud Icoplc, who arc ablc to control timc rothecr than speacc,
arc thrcatconing to cxtorminatc theme 3o Ban scts forth to solve the problims
Poul undcrson scts up for hime, Lsimov mokces things worsc, *heckley throws in
the rest of the golexy, end lMurrcy Leinster ond Bob BDloch try to make scnsc
out of thc mcss. bLloch finelly brings Ban bock safely to the girl he 1oft
behind. As Ifve indicated, the story is mixcd up, naturally, but it is good
" fun., “rit.ng vorics, of coursc; you can rocognize the vorious cuthors rother
casily, I cenjoyed it s o wour-doc-forcu, but would prcfecr the five authors
seporatcly noext timce



K~rl Copck: The lon 'ho Inve ntced Robotsy by Sam lloskowitz. 12 p articlc.
ifuch thot wos ncow to me obout the mon who put one of +i . standard words into
the stf voe~bul~ry - robot, from "R,U.R." I likcd it.

3pceicl Report, by
Fronklin ii Dovis, Jr.  17pe ifoybe the Soviets ~re cxporimenting with mutotions
in men th~t fly. This is thce story of the discovory of onc - o Joponcsc
prisoncr of wor = by o UeS. Army licdicnl Offic.r. Very underplaycd, in the
form of ~ rcport, ~nd much morc cff ctive for thot rcoson. The background is
£ill:d in  very well - ~lmost toc well — but the choracters do not comc to
1lifc, Tn somc rospccts the treotment is Lovecraftion — the slow build-up, with
hints. scattercd throughout, but uncpproecintced by the chhrocetors ot loast.
Poivly (oode
There's Always o Iy, by Roscl George Browie 6 pe Anothcr of thc
scmi-slick storics by Ifiss (or Mrs?) [Or 1ri?] Brown. This timc, the problcm
is how to kcep o tclepathic Iinrtion doctor on carth in spitc of thc Leaguc of
Purc Blood. Likc, how to ’'wccp on Austrion doctor on the staff in spitc of
thc DAR. Thank goodncss, this is short.
The Crispin Affoir, by Jack Shorkoy.
55p part onc of two. T wos olmost uncblc to wode through thisy now thoat I
hove, I don't know why I did, Imagine - if you heovc strength cnqugh - o plot
thot assumcs thot in 1983 we will hove spacoships thot cost only 24000,000%
thot onyonc con buy ond opcratc onci thot the ship con maka the trip to
Andromcde in undcr two wc.ks, using "thc now Leetralifts.”  Of coursc,; to usc
0:1C, you hrwe to be complet. 1y non-mmgnetic - including "sproying the fillings
on our %.cth with o compound which could p~rtinlly nullify the cnormous "ug'
of the forty yord clecetromngnet wo'll be riding ctop of." Thc Deatal
Rescreh poople downstoirs certcinly heven't dont this yots they're trying
to get non-mctnilic £illings, not magnctic oncse 4And I'd like to scc that
spr~y; such o - acgnetic shicld would bc very nicc in other ploccse
Anyvwcy,
the Dlot = so for — is incnce Ilorgen Blanc, millionairc ployboy ond o very
pscudo Bertic Joostery is p rsundcd by Lorn licrrick to  ‘buy the spoceship to
go to the plonct Crispin (in indromcda) ~nd prcvent lawycr Barton from stcoling
the copuer dceposits her grondfothir had found therce Barton and his scerctrry,
Fl~x Dompstcry, arc off to Crispin to stoks claime  So, off go Blone aond Lora
~nd Binky, thc pilot, toke off. They oarrive, but crosh (thc immonsc dcposits
of coppcr on Crispin increc~s. th. mogncetic ficld ~nd burn out the ship's coils).
Lor~  ond Sinky become scprratcd from Blonc, who ombles nlong through the
jungle until he finds ond loscs Ilax, ond then is capturcd by savages while try-
ing to ruscuc Lora and Binky. .t thig timc they arce 2ll three ticd up in o
hut with o sovage standing guord outside. fAnd the writing stylc makes "Torzon!
scem 1like greet liternturce Nonc of the choracters arc renly I fecl they arc
very limp cordboard.
If [Torlds of ] Scicnce Fiction, July 1960. In o Body, by
J. Te licIntosh. 33p. Vcc, o Viginirn, is thi sol:c survivor of thc cxplosion
cbonrd the starship she wos trovelling on.  “he hod monng. d to got to o lifo-
boats sorth is within the limit.d range of th. bort, s o shc lands heree On

aorthy Ve hides her ship cnd lcorns wnglish vi~ radio ond tve Ilconwhilco
shce reshopes her body into o), human fumnlce Pinclly, when the tronsformation

is complctc, she stecls cloth.s nd mon.y and he~ds for the lorge city. ilers
she rents on ~poartm.nt, goets moncy by g mbling, ond scts out to find ~ "soul-
mete™ who is meceossary to koep her alive. She me ts Jalter Rinker, who hos
been told he hog only 6 months to live - concer - ~nd hos broken with his girl,
wi still wonts home Ve curcs him, ~nd clso o.duccs hime i'inclly, though,
his form.r girl gots him bock, lcoving Ve o clmost dend bocousc of lack of o
soul-mot.. T'in~lly she finds cnothoer possibilit; — onc thot won't regquirc
stcaling from onothor. .



Ll is goody cven if rnther obvious. The chrracter of Voo is well devel—
opcd ond the others, with smaller rolcs, orc good, The n~etion is well thought
out. The writing is good, stroightforw rd, aond errrics the action nlong welle

c¢njoy.d it ~s I read ity ~nd when I just rerced it I liked it aonino

~lont,
by Robcrt Bloche 14pe. Andrcw Beason was cn orphan. During his crly yc s in
the home he hod been mutcy but had shown o wonderful toleat for - ‘pontomimc.

“hen he sy his first movic - the iMarx Drothcrs in Love Hoppy with Licrilyn
flonroc in acr first rolc - he suddenly stortcd to spenk, perfcctly ond flucntly
- o8 Groucho li~rx. His imprcssions of Groucho ~nd 211 the othors wore porfcet
= "hc cven looked like Groucho." Then the Bensons cdopted him ot 12 yoars,
hceouse hi looked so much like their dend son. He gocs to school, is intcrecst-d
in dromotics - and sncoks into the horror movics. At this time there is o

wove of horrible crimes in the crca. TFinclly he bocomes o man - his "poronts!
ore killed, and then the loawycr controlling the cst-~tc is killcd. A+ this +imc
he is ppro .ched by o smoll produccer who plans to star him in somc B pics -
"stf". Wcver hoving scen one, he gous to once Rcturning to the dircctor, hc
chonges = into o 60 foot grcon monstcr that destroys Los ingcles.

This is good -
cven though I suspcoet Bloch of doing o clever parody on somc of Lovocraft — the
format is very similar to the onc HPL uscd so oftcne wverything is ~ftor the
frot, the stotem. nts that, in the light of whot the rcader knows, have cdded
import-~ncc, he rcader sccs the pattern building upy  the comments th-t, ~ftor
the focty assumc ~dded importonce, with cverything leading to the fincl linc

th~t is the climex of the whole story — rcmcmber "The Outsider," "Pickmon's
Modcl,y™ ~nd other HPL fovorites which hove that offcete  Here we hove "Thot
wos the night the monster destroy.d Los Angclos," 1icll donu, with ~ good

pictur. built up of the ccatral chornctcre Duty I still fecl it is o parody.

Timc Poymcat, by Sylvic Jncobs. 14p. Slick wos going to usc Dr. Portcr's
timc machince to cscope into the futurc, Of coursc, it wosa't o rvul time
mochine, but o machine th~t blocks out his mind for twenty ycors. The first
port of the story is goody; but thcre ~re o number of viry confusing scquencos
in the lost holf, Things thot ~ren't cxploinced - such os whot wo was the machine's
~etucl cffcet? I still cont't figurc it out - and I get the fugllag tho
cuthor didn't know whot to sny, too. Tiriting, othcrwisc, is adcquntc. Chorocter
is unwve. beeouse of the confusion of the last holf,
Thce Lost Trespossir, by Jim
~rmone. 17pe The futurc, whcn cveryonc has bocomc o supermon through symbiosis
with o "ridor," o virus-like 1lifc forme 1alloy is on cxccption; bocousc he
is a schizophrenic hc connot cccept o rider, ond as o ridcrlcss person he is o
thrcat to the rider wokld. Frocd from confincment, he joins on underground
movcment of non-ridcrs, which is trying to gliminatc the riders. He botroys
them, hoping to be given o rider - ond cends back in confincncnt, where he first
lcorns the truth cbout himsclf, Not too bad, cven though the background isnt't
dovcloped cnough to malic the cction logical., Ilalloy is > roosoncbly develeped
chorcetery but the rost cre only puppctse
The Mertien in the sttic, by Froderik
Pohl. 13p. Dunlop hod traccd down how LaFittc hnd attaln/d his financinl
woers cnd wher: he hod obtaincd his inventionse He wonted o shore for not
disclosing th~t Lol'itte had o coptive cdult linrtian hidden own y, who had given
him scercts of the supposcdly cxtinct Mortion civilizotion. “ut, unfortun~ tely,
Dunlop hadn't be. n carcful cnough ond token cnough pr(c.uclons, nd he onds up
fooding the Inrtione.  Inter. sting, but not world sholkinge A mundone plot, .
with coptive Iinrticon substituted for coptive professor. Chzrzctprs orTe vory
stondnrd; as is the writinge.



The Non—41: ctronic Dug, by e iiittlemone 8 pe He found o tulepath who
could bc uscd to win in cord gomese Until he ond his cx-partner disngrcc, ond
the cx=portner disaronges things, Foir - on old ideo and cqunlly old writing
end choracterizotion.

. Murdcr Bencoth the Polar Iccy, by Hoyden Howoard. 15pe

[ nd docsn't tict titlec roemind you of the Cloyton Astoundinggﬁj An Amcricon
sub ben.oth cretic icc is checking pickct buoys - ocnti-misslc = by smell
two—mon subs. The smeall sub cncountcrs o Russian tcom who ~rce cbove the icce
undcr coverg the Russicn divers arc cpporcently planting some sort of weapon.
Therce is an cncountcr under water, onc on cach sidc is killed. Docs this lccd
to wor? There it cnds. Too much flashbock to build up the charccter of the
ccntral diver — so much so thnt there isn't much to the story - it bccomecs
only o small cpisodce And I still didn't gct the focling of o person for him,
Othcrwisc, o routinc story; I wos borcd.

Amazing Scicnec Fiction Storics, July
1960, Noblc Rcdmen, by J. F. Bonce 18 p. Spacc opere on ilnrs and ~round it,
with somc tclopathy thrown ine Feir, standard stuff for Plonct, with the
tclcpathic remnonts of mankind on o scolcd-off radioactive corth trying to get
into spacu agoinst the ban of thosc who decscendcd from the men who hnd cscaped
tac lost ware Of itskind, cdcquntc.
""" Is for Lash, by */illicm F, Tocmplc,
3T p » Lash Liroux, criminal cxtroordinary, wos copturcd by his onc=time
fricnd, but cscapcs to Venus, where he dicde But, 40 ycors lotery, he rcturns
for vengeance on his cx-fricnd, now an clcoholic cx—copy with on cstranged
daughtcre Of courscy he is finnlly killcd, ond foather and doughter
rcunited, and thc aleoholic an cx—clcoholic in good policc stonding cgoine.
Actunlly, it isn't Losh rcturncd from the dead, but his sony with the help of
som. tclepathic Vencrions, who docs 2ll thc dirty work, a
An cntertoining
puzzlc/chasc story, but not up to somc othcrs of Templc 's storics, Fair,

Pcnonece Doy in lioderon, by David R. Bunche 5pe  Morc of this crud, which,
like thce oncs beforcy deals with the mctal-flosh piriodyand the off-beat
writing - woy offe The best part of the story is thce last two words, "Thc
snde"

Mcmbership Drive, by Ilurrcy F. Yoco. 10p. 4 visitor from spoce - aon
cmissary from thce Galactic Federation - asks for fucl ond woapons like the
scmples he hos 1.fte Only, it turns out he is o piratc! Dut he deports,
leaving dorth heppily cwniting word from the Federntion. Rothor good, and not
too long. Or maybce I like it becousc of the wish fulfillment. DBut, I don't
be licve thot production con be quitc os good as the cuthor thinks. Somconc
hos sold him on how quickly scicincce con duplicntc anything. 'Toin't so. It
tokes time to anclysc, duplicatc, and then sct up production - morc than just
ovcrnight. Othcrwiscy ok, but this docs ruin thc story for mc.

A New Look At
Spacuy by Arthur C. Clarkcs 4pe 4n o rticlc on spacc problims.

coond A1l

the Stors o Stogey, by Jomes Dlishe A 52 p part two -nd l-st. At lost onc
ship arrives ot corth, aftor clmost 1l of the origincl crow ~ro gonc., DBofore
they doy, the dircetor dics, Jorn tnkes over, Iic moncgos to hold th. ship togcther
until it londs. This scétion has some much bettcr writing — somc of the sccnes
on the other plenct thot lookcd go nice - ~nd wo sntt, for cxomplce And somc
viry poor. The over-all off.ct is good, ~1% houoh th\ cnding is very quoir -
I fcil as if cbout half of the 1lnst 50 mss pnges were 1.t oute
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To span thc ycars, Blish uscs too much diory ond too little ocction. And
yoty, ho mokes the story and chornctcrs in this scetion morc bolicvable then
in the firste The groducl degencrotion of the ship ond its CrCW/pGSS’ngLrS
is wcll donce I belicve my verdict would be thot this is anothcr of the "ncw"
amozingts better efforts. But why not o couplc of morc poges ot the cnd?  And

There is the mystery of the femilicrs thot is nover expleincd.  lorc cutting?

l1mc immough, by Damon Knight. 5p. Using r<al time travel insteod of the

couch’in psychictry, A ncot little vignettc — no great story, but well donce.

Astounding (Linalog) Scicncc Fact & fiction, July 1960, 4nd onothcr of the
typical ASP covcers - thce mixing of thc “Ttwo timc crase. And this, os most of
them, is token from the story - 2lmoste Thc High Cruscdc, by Poul Andcrson,

29 pe port 1 of 3. Rcemember tho old Planct storics that mixced sprcceships and
swords , just bccousc it made for morc conflict, cnd with no rcol rcason? “iclly
herc is the AST version - with rcasone The captain of on moarth space
ship on o far planct is rcoding the translotion of on oncicnt monuscript:

"Archbishop .illiam, o most lcorncd and holy prclatc, having commandcd mc
to put into w~nglish writing thosc grcot cvents to which I was o humble witness,
I teoke up my Guill in thc nome of the Lord and my patron saint, trusting thot
thcy will cid my foecble powcrs of narrative for the ske of futurc goncrations
who moy with profit study thc cccount of Sir Roger de Tourncvillc's compaign
and locarn thereby fervently " to rcvercnce the groat God by jhom all things
arc  brought to poss.”

So becgins the ceccount by Brother Parvus, of the Franciscon order, In the
yoor 1345 Sir Rogery, Boron dc Tourncville in northcrn Lincolnshirc, wos gothor—
ing o forccof knights, archcrs, crossbowmcn, pikcmen, and Cavalry to join
King &dwerd III in Prancc. Then the Vcrsgor cxploring ship londs ncor the town.
Rother thon flecing when once of the Ycrsgor uscs o blastcr on o many they attock
~- oand takc thc ship, with only onc prisoncr. Sir Roger then has his grent
idco. As thce ship is big cnough, why not take the whole town of Ansby cboard -
cattle, horscs, womcn, childrcn, pigs, ond cllthe comforts of hom¢ - ond sail
to the Holy Lend to liberate ite The captive, Bronithew, tcoaches the simple
handling of thc ship, ond somc 2000 strong, they cmbork. But Bronithoar tricks
them and cuts in on cutomatic pilot thot will teke thom to the ncorcst Yicrs gor

planct, | Thorixon. Arriving uncxp.ctcdly, they toke onc of the
fortrcsscs by surpriscy cnd copture it with meilcd cuvklry -nd longbow, Dut in
the crosh landing of the ship, thoe navigotionnl notes thot would lood bock

to carth were losty there is no woy boacl homce Sir Roger decides thot the only
thing to do is to go forward - capturc the rost of the world - and moybe somchow
find o woy back. Jith the world in hond, he might be able to make toerms with
the Versgorix and get their hilp in locnting carthe The next day the Versgorix
come for o parley.
A wonderful idca - ond Poul is doing it justices The mixing

of tic 14th cecntury foudel socicty with the spaceship cge is well donce
I fccl thot thot poriod's pecoplc might toke such & mixing very mattcr—-of-frctly,
os he depictsy, sccurce in their foith thoat permittcd no doubts. Only the nobles
and thr clergy have any questions. The main chorccters are deftly drawn - the
mcck little Peryus, intcrproter ond rccordcry, who tclls the story, Sir Roger,
Iody Cotherince, his wifc, John Homcward, the rcd-hoircd giant who lcads the
bowmen, Bronithery, ond the othirs, all arc chorocterized by their ~ctions and
words morc tnon by lengthy descriptions. You con scc them ~nd th  whole scenc
- py,u\nts comped insidc the spacoship, with their cooking fircs on the met2l
d.cks; covalry chorging down the spoccship landing rompss longbows acgoinst

. oir C““Lb9 with thc circraft losings.



The touches of 14th century logic ond naivcetc about the scicntific morvels
- &8 wacn Brother Porvus comploins beeause the becautifully detailced mops of the
“crsgor "showed lock of culturc by omitting picturcs of mcrmoids, the four winds,
hippogriffs, and similor ornsmcnt~tion" = 211 make the contrast morc noticcblce
The action moves, of coursc, but it ncver gcts out of hand, I fcel this is
good,; ond look forward to thc othcer scctions,
Thce Troublcmcker, by Christophcr
Anvil 15 p. 4 spocoship with o troublomcker cboord gcts rid of him lecgally ~nd
logically, and yct gets its revenges I liked the idco - it is nowy I fecely, and
yot logicnle If thc gadgotry would work., The writing is clecary, thc chorocters
fomilior, but still belicveblece I 1lilked this 1ittlc story.
The Brothcrhood of
Kcepersy by Dean MeLoughline 43 pe. Xi Scorpii has on cxperiment stotion for
tosting the notivese. Suddenly - ofter o thousond yeors — o mutotion appcors
and continucs to cppcar thot is int:.lligente The conflict ~riscs botwoen two
groups of carthmen. Onc is in f-wvor of hclping all the natives, thc other of
lctting thom devclop naturally. The rcsolution, of coursc, is thc lattor,.
The plot is simplc, but the cxccution of it is quitc well doncy with intcresting
choractcrs — somcwhot black and whitc, it is truc, but still cntitics. The
action, though, is vcry slows much of thce space is token up with discussions
of thc pros ond cons. Still, o good thought-provoking story, but not o grcat
oncG.,
Beyond the Phyls, by Iscac . Asimove 23p articlc. This continucs
"The March of thc Phyla,"  ocnd Asimov discusscs the development within two
mejor phyla = Arthropoda and Chordata. Intcresting, with somc purty picturcs,
thot add littlc to thc articlc,
Subspoce Survivors, by Ldwoard Z. Smithe 31 p,
First Officcr Deston, of the subspace lincr Procyon, mects Barbare Uerncr on
bo~rd, thcy fall in love, ond got morricd immcdintcly. He is psi -~ 2lthough
lotent - cnd so is shce Somcthing gocs wrong with t.c cngines and the ship
bucomes rodioactives arncd by his "hunch" thoy gscapce in o lifcboot with
two other survivors,; onc crowmon ond onc theorcticion, the lecorncd Dr Adoms
with only 8 corncd doctoratcss Onc other lifcboot cseapus, with Scecond Officer
Joncs ond his wifcs they wore worncd by thcir psi powcrs. Thcy hove - throe
possengers, o "financicr" who looks like a rockctecry, and his bodyguard of two
mcne The Procyon ond the lifcboots come to rest in normol sprccy complctoly
losts So, thcy rcbonrd it, dccontomin~te it, ond hced for the ncarcst stor ot
only 1 g - but ¢vidently possing the specd of light on thc way,

Dr Adems
storts investig .ting to find out why the ship went bod ond why no sub-radio
mcssnges con be scnte The rest police: the ship, The gongstcor, the disgruntlcd
crewmon,y ond the two hoods plan to kill thc officcrs and toke over tho girls,
tlerncd by their psi, thc four turn the tobles ond kill the rcbecls, Then they
finclly moke planctfall, fix the radio, =~nd call for o tow, And all c¢nds
wcll,

Doc Smith hos written o stondord shipwreck - "got to fix thc spaccship"
- story, complctc with the unncecssary villains - who ~dd nothing to the story,
in this casc, but lingth. The writing is smooth - t00 smooth? — with lots of
short dinlogucs it rcnds casilye The chorncters orc very standord, with
littlc to distinguish onc from the other = the two heros arc intcrchongable.
Nonc of them arc alive as was "Blackic" Dulucsne in "Skyl~rk of Spacc" where
he alone hod eny renl porsonality,  The women arc no botter thon the car licr
girls - but no worsc, cithcre This i s lightweight Smiths it rcods cosily
while saying nothing ~nd will bc quickly forgotiins The riason moy bey I
fcely, becousce there is no scnsc of conflict, no tcnsion built up in the develop-
m:nte verything is solved so cosily thot my reoction wos "Ho humi"
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The Megozine of Fentosy ond Scicnoe Iiction, July 1960, Oh I'11 Takc theo
High Rocd, by Stephen Borre. 16 pe. Time travel by mentol cffort. John Dougel
and his wifc Joon travel thusly - but cre scpornteds; John's scarch in the
for future for his wifc is the moin story. A very poctically writicn story
with thc fontosy aspcet of time troveles Some very purple prosc, very well
hondlcde The writing crcates the mood the cuthor wonts. I liked this once

“he Simi~n Problem, by Hollis Alpcrte 8 pe The aftcrmath of the nuclear
testing is the retrogression of man towords on apc-type, which sccms to doom
mankind. But there is o discovery tact countcrs this; the gorillas arc bocoming
monlikes 4 wry 1little bit, very underplaycd but well donce (Aind 1ct us hope it
rcmoins o story.) The handling os o scicntific riport is very typicnls this is

he woay the sun's epproaching novehood would be hondlod, (Remember that story
in LST somc ycors bock, on this themc?). “Jorth rcoding.

The Burning, by Thcodorc
Cogswclls 5 pe New York aftcr the wor, with only small motricrchal bonds of
scmi-sovoges. Not cnough spocc to detail the background so thit it mcokes no
rcol scnsce If thore had been morc development it might have bein morccffictives
as it is it is just two 1littlc truonts from school, or maybe on cpisodc from
"Pom Sowycer" in o new sctiing.

Things, by Zcunn Hendcrsone 7T Pe Thc arrival of
the worthmen on o stronge plonct and their cffcct on the noatives; told from the
n~tive point of vicw., Similer storics have been written cbout the Indions or
the Chingsc or eeee Rothcer over-purple writinge Too maony coincd words por
parograph to holp the reodingy they arce undefincd ond when T hit onc I stop
short., Scctions such ass

iPor thc devi in our coveti, we could buy thcir sky craft.”
losc thcir mcaning bocousc I don't know how or whot devis are ond whot they are
good for. This is not on: of her best cfforts.

It Is Not Iy Foult, by 4. gc Zs
Corr. 1lp. God, gloncing to carth, notcs o mon dying in great miscrys his
cngers him, ond he dircets his most intclligent cngel, Sandolphon, tc¢ invésti-
grtey find the cousc, ond rcport so that the one who is rosporsible moy be punish-
cd, After much investigntion, Sandolphon finnlly concludes thot only onc con
be held responisble — God Himsclf. He reports back - only to findy, with rclicf,
that God hos fallen aslcep 2goine
This is wcll writtin. But it isn't rcelly o
story. It is o sociological cssty in disguisc. I cnjoycd it - but not cs a
story. Chorocters — nonce riting - goode Story — minor., 3But, food for thought
if you rcolly dig into ite
Through Timc & Space with Ferdinnnd Fo%hoot SSVIII
(that's whot the title poge - toble of contgnis, I muon — snyse hce story is
listced os 2XIX) by Grendel Drotnore 1 P his onc is no bettcr than the lasts
in foct, it is o littlc off-color. (4nd now wntch the rush to read itl).

411 in Good Tim., by Miri-m £1lcn d¢ Forde 8 pe A low caosc of the futurc

- bigrmy via time truvel. Rother dry, but cdequatey, if you don't mind no
action and o strright leceturce I fclt it could hove boen worsce
, _ The Lost Drcam,

by Gordon R. Dickson. 7 Pe The dricocms of o dying 0ld men as he droeoms of o
"judgment! ofter denthe A very nice little fontasye “.ith good writing and
doeftly wnd lightly hondled.  Very little of the mowkishe Just long cnoughe
I lik.d it.

Bcyond Plutoy, by Iscac Asimove 11lp. articlc. Here our biochomist
_fricnd discourscs on o trons—Plutonion ploncte ..ven out of his fi ld ho is
intoroesting.



Feir Trode, by Avrom Davidsone 8 pe  An ~licn visits o smnll, snowbound
Idcho town — with uncxpocet.d results. But I'm sur: o numbur of the younger
rcodors won'!t get the punch lince Limusinge

To thc Tombough Stationy by 'iilson

Tuckers 44 pe 4 dotcctive story plus sprcc opera. And well donce LA fomnlc
insurance investigntor trnvels to Pluto in the sonceship - two-mon - of the mon
who is suspcctcd of killing onc of his two partncrs. Simplc plot.e But I likcd
the hendling of its as to bc cxpucted in o Tuckcr story, thc obvious isn't
therc, This is once of the fuw storics in the last 10 yenrs, ot lcast, thot
hove discusscd the discomforts of spoce trovel with more thon o fow cosucl
mentions of "incrcascd woight" or Ylack-of-weight'!" problcms. Herc, it is o
p~rt of thc plots in fact, it is c¢sscnticls And don't lct the fuct that you
hove o boy-girl situction mislend yous Doy docs not get girly olthough he
trics. Unfortunctcly, I bclicve thoe story has been drosticolly cuts this
cccounts for scveral rough spots ~nd for somc uncxploincd 2llusions, In
spitc of this (and I'm looking fcrword to pocket book public tion, uncut, I
hopc) th. choraccters arc built up into roal pcoplc, ond th. cction is logical,
~lthough not the usual story logice I liked thisg in foet, it is the best in
the issuce
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Teview
I, STILL RIDING THAT OMNIBUS:

LERY TARNER sveculates: "The lead review of this Speculative leview makes me 1on-—
der if anyone has tried a scientific exwveriment: an ate

terpt to purchase a cony of The Fantastic Universe Omnibus. It would be interest-
ing to determine if the publishers really did have any left over vo sell, afver
giving away all those copnies. I trustingly reviewed it in the swaner Horizons,
cnd by the time that gets distributed, fans are going to be wishing that they'fd
never hecrd of the book, assuming that reviews contine to apvear 2t the present
naces« Our reactions to the collection jibe after a fashion, although I'm not as
opposed as you (and Evans elsewhere in this SR) to féminine-viewnoint stories.
Doggoneit, thatts the sort of thing women cre interested in, end writers are sup-
posed to write about matters of which they have close versonal knoviledze ond in
which they feel real interest. Ilaybe it's a streak of femininity in me, but L
dontt mind it in moderate quantities, until it gets vo the point 2ot which the au-
thor is describing exactly how the food was »prepared or the contents of the hero-
inets wardrobe." (Hagerstown, 1ide)

SAM IOSKOVWITZ growls: "While I cannot hope to change  the opinion of the reviewer
in regard to the quality of my story "The Colden Pyromid”e..l
think it is legitizate to guestion the validity of the scientific criticisii.

"Tirsteeoit Was never definitely established that 'The Golden Pyromid' uas of
metallic gold; 'golden’ is used as an identifying color. The pyramid is not vel-
ued because it might be metallic gold but because the finders believe it to be a
Ilartian artifact -- the first evidence that there was once intelligent life on
iarse. A"\ hit, a very palpable hit"/

"Secondly, I am frenkly curious to know what scientific report you have recd
thet states conclusively that the brain subjected o high radioactivity rnight not
suffer some domage. I naturally like to be well informed cnd if radiocctivity con
in no weys injure the tissues of the brain I would like to stand correctcd. Can
you give me any reference at all that states reliably that radiocactivity connot
injure the brain?

...l felt if excess ultraviolet from the sun can cause sunstroke - and I
believe it hes been reputably revorted (though it may be only an old wif¥es tale)
that people out in the sun too long frequently have been known to act irrationallys
excessive rodioactivity might be at least that damaging...”#Fies Snd you with on
19D in +the house to tell you +that sunstroke is a result of heat & dehydration, while
hard radiation does its damage by ionizing the bits of tissue it passes THIU s o oth
(Vewark, IT).

Klcotu Borada NWikto
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IT, CRITICISII OF CRITICISII

STID COLMY.N confesses: "I had a harder time finishing the last STGC LGV then T did
with the new Sharkey serizl, I think therc is o strateglce
fallacy at work, rather then any overvhelming veakness on Lyans? nart: the vast
majority of sf shorts published in these days are dull, trivial, cnd basicclly
similar; trving to review then individually is cs difficult a task as trying to
revicy one of Bennett Cerf's compediums jolie by joke; the revicus acquire the
characteristics of the objects revievedsos The successful prozinc-reviewers lilc



at length
Pemberton and Atheling restricted themselves to +talking/about a few stories of
interest, or to discussing intveresting editvorial or auctorial trends, rather than
trying to Hublish ennotcted tables of contentse.

DK perticlly resolved a similar problem -- a gleet of second rate books dur-
ing the Great Boom -- by transformation, treating each bad book as an occasion no%
for a review but for a hummorous essay. But this requires a special sort of talent,
and, in addiation, tends to take you ever farther from criticism. (See Di's re-
view of Foint Ultimate, which represents o fairly late stage of this development,
and has @alnost as little to do with the critical process as Perelman’s erfticle on
Captain Muture.)” (Santa Tonica, Cal.)

HARRY WARNER cavils: "I think that you people sihould do something about the main
body of SR. I wcs intensely interested in these magazine
reviews, but I leafed ahead a counle of times to detexmine how many »nages remained
in the issue. This is exactly the way I used to run reviews in Horizons, and I
can see now why they didn't get ruch corment in the PA reviews in those yecrs.
I don't know what precise suggestions I should reke, unless they viould consist of
2 rcminder that there's really no need to say something about every story in every
issue, and a hint that the repetitive natiern could be brolien up here and there by
considering all the stories by one prolific author in one section, or devoting a
couple of pages to all the stories on the same general subject matter during the
period under consideration.” (Hagerstovm, 1id.)
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"John Thomas Cross is the name they lick me by"

IIT. STARMEN'S AR

PEGGY SEXTON dives "...with 21l jets blasting, into the Siarship Soldier brawl.

"Somethingz vihich upset me very rmch ras reading in Schuyler
17iller's Lnalog column that the thing was on the feud level: rather than 'I would-
ntt want to live in the kind of society lieinlein described' , the sentiment tas,
'Teinlein is a fasecist!® I dontt know what IHeinlein's personal politics are, but
it sounds as tho a lot of wneople cre hitting below the belt...I wouldn't want to
live in a veteran-run society; witness the iicCarthyistic idiocies of the American
TLegion and DAR., DBut this is not intended %o slander all military people as a
class; I'm against any one special interest group running & country -- Buddhists,
bankers, or s-f fans.' (Devine, Texas)

JLIES GROVES agrees: "The best comment I've seen is that of PS Iiller in ASF to

the effect that pnerhaps Heinlein was just taking 2o set of un-
popular postulates and following theri through to their logical conclusion. Iliyself
T thinl: it was more than that -~ if that was the case he would hawve put riore story
in it and turned it into an exercise in writinge I think myself that hefs »ointed
out in all seriousness the one major flaw in the 'ban the borb?! and 'no nore viar?
cailpaigns: that it won't work as long as there is soieone vho doesn't agree. lie
points out the same thing that he pointed out in The Fuppet lasters: that we've
had 2 herd ruthless fight to zet up to our present position so why do ve expect it
to be soft soing from now on?

"inother thing I denlore about this recent outcry is that it's directed ab
Heinlein wersonally. +hen Pohl and Kornbluth wrote Gladiator-ai-Law and The Space
lisrchants they weren't accused of being 'filthy capitalists' or like that. Just
because the future »nostulated in this instance does notv agree with you 1s no reason




for heaning abuse on the author. I'rom the volume of invective flying over this
story 1'd hazard a guess that it has hitv pdretty close to the truth -- uncomfortably
closesa,L donty like the solution, or war, but that doesntt stop me from realizing
that wer is a workable wey of gaining your ends (some of them, anyWQy) and that if
youtre coing to use it you might as well use it nronerly.

"The other »noint about this story is that he actually sugpests that citizen-
ship should be ecrned instead of being a gift! ‘hat an odd notion ~- and what 2
horrible thought for our present 'sometvhing for nothing' »nonmulace. I am intrigued
by the notion that only those who-are willing to vork, and if necessery die, for
their society deserve to have a say in how it is run. Ireedom belongs to those
wio have the guts to fight to defend it. If youlre not prepared to fight any ‘'ism!
that attempts to denrive you of your freedom, then you not only don't deserve to
have it, but you very soon won't. In my opinion Heinlein has rammed home some very
bitter home truths and has used an extrerme case to do 1t with,

"Dismounts from soapbox." (Zast Hom, London)

"He wished he were two neople -- or at least a Velantian®

IV, VHAT'S 1/RONG WITH SCIENCEZ FICTION

MIKT DECIINGER chuckles: “For the past few months, I've devised a kind of gome L

»lay when reading the current prozines. It's called
1Shot the Analog Rejects! and, as the title implies, its main purpose is to spot
stories which were on the brink of being bought by Campbell, but for some reason
vere rejected. I've come across several likely candidates for this post, but pro-
bobly the bigsest contender is Foul Anderson's “The Lpprentice llobbler” from the
first (and only) issue of Fred Pohl's Star SF lag. It is so typlca 1lly Cempbell
that it seems out of place in this mAage... The Wobbly described in the story is an
obvious extension of a Heironymous mechine, which not only indicates the presence
of lotent psi fields, but helps focus and direct the psi of man's mind into & usc-
ful tool, 1t's a little more than a tool, for a tool is useless without someone
using it, but this Uobbly conditioned the mind, till eventually the main character
could levitote without its help. Now why would Campbell ever turn thumbs down on
o story like this, which so definitively put forth a prineiple whoch he's been
trving to mwake for a long while -- and does it in an entertaining, or painless,
way? «eePerheps Fred Tohl got cocky and used it in an effort to show Cempbell that
thero were others who will go along with the psionics nonsense.

DICL GEIS grotches: “For some reason (I'd hate to dig too deep into my psyche) I

bought a copy of that typosrapher's nicshimare ASIDUNDSOLELNCE
Tact & Fiction a few wecks agoe. llaybe I just wented to check on Herr Ceampbell
Zfser’ & ERekl fyeanrs.

"Ironkly, I found the stories unreadables 11 I had to do with 'The High
Cruscde! was read the gimmick introduction and that was it. I could practically
'see? the rest of the story. Vhy read it?

1] suppose 1'm 'tagged! in fandom as a sex maniac £no...just a trifle eccen-
tric ~~ Rf{, but I do reseat the lock of realistic human relotionshivs in sf. fand
T think +this lock invalidates the genre from serious consideration as literature.
I keen coming back to the conviction that you ¢ cinot clain validity or stature for
o story about a future society unless you treat realistically vith its people, and
that rast ineclude sex behavior and attitudes. These should be evident in ineciden-
tal behavior, speech, nersonality, etce

“T donft mean sf should be spiced up with sex. 1 do mean you cannot ignore
a bosic humon drive and exovect to be taken seriously.



courageously state that men lilke o ™ yomen. But since Farmer , who?

"ST is cimed at juveniles and idealists and scientists, which small group
doesn't want its reading messed up with basic man-ioman relationshins. Ifone of
that sex goopn gevting in the way of the nure exvrapolations, pleased

"So, okay. Sf is peonled with de~sexed puppets. Bubv don't vonder, for Cod's
scke, why it isn't povular or why it's in a slump. The genrc has & built-in ex~
clusiveness.

“Ls cn added note: isnt't it significont that sf juveniles by Ileinlein cre un-
cuestioningly cccewved by the readership as perfectly okay? Novels written simon-
sure and simple (but #ith a detailed background) are gulped dovm without a iumur
by adults and college studentse.

"But vhet sf megazine would heve published even PuiW of Limbo?" (Venice,Cal.)

£0h gewd, cnother equation of realism with sexd 1ilyself, I seldoir object to
stories which, being txuly reclistic, recognize thet there eixist otvher hunan drives
than sex cnd that, things being how they are, these drives pretty well have to oc-
cupy most of our attention and tinc.wsesin fact, that they do, cnd talke up larger
slices of life as we get cbove vhe level of Necnderthal Ian and other Hemingway
charecierse HThe intellect is a pzossion too#, as OGBS said, and one capable of far
more elaboration than, ch, Venusian chess., After all, the printable variations

TP

on boy-cnd~girl cre pretty linited. ~- LI

Joe Patrizio (72 Glenvarloch Crescent, Zdinburgh 9, —cotland) would like o
get a copy of the AUAZING STORIES containing "Trensient”. He's willing to exchange
British prozines, fanzines, or what have youa

SPLCUIATLVE REVIEW is published for the 'Jashingiton Science-Fiction Association by
Dick ‘ney and Chick Derry, with prozine reviews by Bill Zvans -- on uhor blessing.
Contents hardly conyrighted ot cll. Typefaces by Hermes and Underwood. Distribu-
tion by the US Post Office and overseas thru the Internctional Fostal Union.
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